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A familrz trike adventure
Last summer, my wife, Beth, and I lived our dream. We packed our two

sons, Jeremy and Nathan, into a motor home and our two AirBorne

trikes into our airplane trailer and headed for the Northwest. For those

of you who are bored with your local flying area, join us for our trip of

a lifetime-our trike adventure.
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Osl iosh 2m4. UliraliShts and iiSht-
planes $rer€ center stage n'jth the FAA s
announcement of the spod pilot/lighi-
sport aircraft (SP/LSA) rule. Whiie
enjoying tlre conv€ntion, we finalized
our trike odyssey plans, taking the
opportunity to pick the brains of other
s€asoned uliralight pilots pr€sent.

After Oshkosh, our first stop was

Goo.l Visitors
When visiting new airpods, we take

certain actions to ensure our welcome,
Firsl we take the iime to m€et dre
fixed-base operator (IBO), introduce
ourselves, and share our intentions.
We find out where he or she would
like us to s€t up, ask for ant, speciat
instmcuons for using the airyort, and
olTer to pay any tie-down fees. Most
importantl, we inform th€m that w€
will be using radios and flying the stan-
dard pattern. l{adio communication is
the sinSle most important jssue to the

GA community. When aniving at a
new airyort, we often allow cxtra tjDc
to answer thc many questions our GA

After Sturgis, our n€xt nop was
Codt WyominS, th€ east€rn gateway
to Yellowstone National Park. Whileth€
torn iiself is int€resting, the rugged and
wildly variable terain that runolmds
it ls even more intereshng much of
it only really appreciated ftom the air
From low lying desert mountains to
soarin& lushly wooded mountain rang
€s, Cody was a western feast.

At on€ point we climbed over a ridge

at 1,000 feet ACL (10,300 feet MSL)
only to have the ground drop dramati
cally away into a Z,UO0Joot deep iver
gorgel In th€ spac€ of a single 90-min-
te flight, !\'e saw more unforgettable

scenery than most of the folks who
have lived in Cody theh entire liv€s.
What other all-teffain vehicie could
conquer such varied terrain and deliSht
i k  ^ . f l ! n , n k  r ^  D , , . h 7

Aft€r Cody and Yello$'stone we
swung north to Clacier National Park.
The $andeur of the park was hidden by
storm clorlds when we anived, but you

could still make out
th€ jlxnens€ rugged-
ness of the mou,rtain
peaks, which brought
back menories of
th€ Europ€an Alps.
We made anange
ments to fly out of a
private airstrip n€ar
our campground, but
weather grounded
us. While hiking we
could not b€li€ve the
veriical Srandeur ol
this park. W€ con-
cluded this area is
light aircraft hostile.

should not aftempt to

wheels, our trilies,

Wisconsir  Del ls,
Wisconsin. There
we made some
shaledown llighis
to t€st tlle equrp-
ment we purchased
at F,AA Anventure.
The air was relative-
1), smooth, provid
ing a good atmo'
sphere tor acquainl
ing ourselvcs with
new equipment. We
wanted ev€rything
cbecked out before
we reached the

the ah would b€ more turbulent.
When all was in order, we headed for
the Black Hills in South Dakota.

Our an ival coincided wiih the annu-
al Sturyjs Motorcycl€ Rally. Harley
llavidson rnotorcycles surroonded us.
Beth and I both owned motorcycles
previouslv, and we see our trikes a5
motorcycles with wings. What better
place to fly our ae.jal motorcycl€s than
abovc all tllose Harleys touring th€
Black Hills. lve camped ncar the Custer
CountyAjrport and tourcd CrazyHorse,
Mt. RushDrore, Custcr Statc Park, and
nearby Devils Tower.

Some of the ben€ftts of takirS our
trik€s to different placcs are th€ new
airpofts and sunoundings we see, and
the hiends we make. We consider our-
selves uliralight ambassadors. As such,
we look for opportunitjes to intro
duce thc joys of trik€ flying to 8en€ral
aviauon (CA)pllots. We are contnrually
amazed at how little expo re CA pilots
have to the world of hikes.

Opporite page - Terri and Beth Sipatrtzi
and thei r  sons,  Jerenry at rd Nathan,
pos€ in f ront  of  thei r  Ai rBor t re t r ike j
at Aryce Catryotr, Utah. Their fanrily ad-
vetrture took thetr 1O,OO0 nriles over a
three-motrth pcriod, as they toure.l the
couDtry by land aftj air.

Finally, as we approached ldaho,
the stonny w€ath€r brok€, allowing us
to fly over some of the most unique
tenair we had seen to date. Departing
from Grangeville, a plateau near the
Snake and Salnon riv€rs, we watched
as th€ ground dropped away-moun-
tains in reverse relief- It was amazinS.
Crangeville's Idaho Counq Airport is
on€ of the rtaging areas for ldaho's
smoke jltmpers. Because it was a slow
season, we took sev€ral of them for
th€ir first L tralight ride, which put
smiles on their faces-

As grand as flying in Idaho v"as, the
best s'as waiting tbr us in washington.
We've long desired to fly around Mount
St. Helens and se€ the inpact of the
1980 volcanic eruption.

We started our Washington visit by
dnving to Mt. ltainier It was typi'
cally wet, and the rain tumed to sno$,
by the time we reached the Paradise

fly iller€.
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Visitors Ccntcr mow on ihr l5th of
Scptcmbcrl lhe ne)it da) iras no bet
ter, nr i!€ did,e to lvlount St. Hclcns
hoping io caich n Hlirnpse ol th€ crnt.r
behrcen thc clouds, but Do such lucl.
lhe i ecast wis for clcarlng thc ncrl
daY n'ith .n .pFod(hirrg irigh p.€ssurc
system. \\'c c\tcndcd our clmpg()un.l
k5e^,atidr\ ior one morc da_y hopiDil
lbl i' ll_vjng break. A'rd we Aot itL'faking 

ofl lrcnr the Kel\o,
W?shnrgton, airport, 17 fccl atro\t sea
lcrel, and clnnbingctuickh; we Ioll !'cd
a ridge line cast lo N'knnri St. Ilelerrs. lt
ira5 ioo col.l to flv ovcr thc cralct but
thc licN lrorn thc nodl) ilhere thr crir
r€r opcnco uP r{.s srunn,ns.

'lhirtv 
miles to thc north wc .oukl

scc the su rrit oi \lt. I{alnicr. lronr
our lolty tlike pc|rh, the bov\ could see
ltainier's m]nnlit bctter ihar we hacl
cver seen it $,hen lleth and I hird bccn
stltioncd irt It Ier{is, washi.gton,
l0 l,ears belorc. !\'c alKr sa!' |calis in
the Northenr Ciscldcs Vt. ,\d;'ms,
\4t. tkrod, an.l NIt. l€fferson lnorc
tlun 80 milcs n$,a\.. It lvits spedacr
larl lintunatelr, our llighL to Njount
St. Hclcns ilas the ileek before tlle
area ras closcd bccause or '1c$ \'olca
rric actnitv lnde€d, lhc ftr !init lrv.i

Ilom uJdnringt(,r, ite headed soulh
stopping al Crltcr l.ake, Orego , and
then mov€d on to Caliiinlid:s nofthenr
corst near alrescent Cltl, Thc weather
was it ge rs, an.l{e cliooled olcr (hc

prospcct of crpbing the rocky coan-
line bv a1r (hc Dcxt d.v Atte' our usual
iifport rcconnnjssan(e, lclecicled to flv
tbr the iast tc\,mi rtcs bebre lunset.
'l 

he eveni gcoastal i:iht{';rs bcrr.'tihrl.
Llifodunateht th€ iog rollcd jn (\'eF

night and reurined an obstaclr tu the
ren of tlrit hreek. lf ,vor plan on donlg
rrry constalflyirg. rcnrcmber iirg crn be
challenging to work arcundi $'cn jun a
nrile a$a)', the Neithcr can bc grcit.

Ir|)ln (lre\cerrt CitI wc movc(l
inland to Rcddlrij, (l.rliibnrria. Our goal
ilas to brr thc \{hlskr)towr-Shasta
l i i l l i t )  Nat io a l l {ccrcat iorr  Arca.  1 l \e \e
irkes fie real bcirtics an(i a mecca
lbr wat(I'related activitics, includl'ril
abolcilatcr flying. We spcnt hou15
e\p lor i rg thc mcander ing shorel inc
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and popping o\'cr high ridgcs.
Froln Rcdding, '!c headed ior

Yosemite National Park and th€ Moiav€
Dcsert and tben mad€ our way to
Utah and ihe Colorado I'lateau, also
known as the Grnnd Circlc. This arca
is home to more national parks than
anwherc ehe in the country includ-
ing th€ Grand Canyon, Zion, Brycc
Canyon, Lake torlell/Glen Canvorl,
and Monument valley national parks.
llased on our research, our anticipation
lor some spectacular flying was lrigh.

Wc started our visit at zion National
lark and then no|cd to Brycc Canyon
rlhcre the airfort i\ at 7,600 feet IvlSL.
Becausc conditions there are usual\,
windl', our flynlg r('as rcst cted to the
fist tew hours after sunrise. This l{as
lhc highest anport we had e!'er flown
from, with a densiiv altitude ol 9,100
feet. lhanks to the added powcr ot our
80-hp Rotar 912 engines, rve needed
onlv a tlnv fractior of the ailpolt's
7,.100 foot-long runwat arci we were
able to climb to 12,000 f€et to €xplore
highervistas. Few GA aircraft can equal
a trike's density altitud€ perforDance.
(Our $'eighltoJhrutt ratio is .+'to':l;
not man,v fixed-wing airplarles hale
ihose impressive nunbers.)

following Bryce Canyon, we mol'ed
on to the l.ake 1'o$'ell/G1en Canyon
National Recreation Area, Tbis area
is a trike flier's delight. The capiivaG
ing land\cape is nlike anythnlg most
eastemers have ever seen. Ihere is no
green hcre-only the deep blues ofthe
1ky and watcr intetjrated with the reds
and oranges of the steep and highLy
caNed sandstone canyon walls. There
arc only h{'o wavs to appreciate Lake
Porlell bv boat or by air This time
we took the high road' next time R'e'll
bing our jet skis. We san' things no
boater or jet ski€r ever se€s.

By now ihvas late October, and early
winter storms h,ere developing. We
waited thcm oui and were rewarded by
some of the best fljghts of our adv€n-
rur€. Lake Powell h one of the larg€st
nun-made lakes in Nonh America- It
is 185 miles long, more than 500 feet
deep (when tull), and has more shore'
line than the \,Vest Coasi. Needless to
sav $,e w€re only abl€ to explore a tiny
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Reality Check...
The Best Kit Aircratt Pefiotmance For Dollar!
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AeroVee

Spira ol ile"Spa."t ?tht"
Info Pack and DVD: $10

www.sonex-ltd.com
PO Box 2521, Oshkosh, Wl 54903-2521

1 -920-231 -8297 fa<:1 -920-426-8333
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' I h i5  
i5  u rh . !  6  l . i t  o l  sp t r i t  Lakc , rE i

bc low the  r rd le ' ' s  ro ' rh  rnn .  Yoa (an

sr i l i t . c  ihc  lop  ie iL  f ( ,k . i  the  l . ke
iille<! ditlr tiinber srvdpr 4ii llr. ri.les
of nr!r 'rouiL)itr ii 1980. Vieilire in the
d is r .x .  n f .  iuou t r t  R . i r r ie r ,  Mounr
Hood,  and Mot rn t  . \ . lnnr t . . .n1orc  rh .n

A vicw ofthe.fater.n{i the ever qrowirlg lava doDre na the.eDter oiMo!!r s.irrt

Heiels, A week atter we took lhis pictnre dre NatioDal Park Servi.e cl6ed the r'!a nr

.nti<bario!: of vo,.dni. activity. lnlirrg is everl,thiDg.

areathtakinq flynrg at take Powell, Arizona. This ifea is. hike tlier's Pdradisej
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Beth .nd  Nathan are  en  rou te  to  Ra i r rbow Br idge,
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Our home.way ftom our "other home,"
as w€ b€gan .aftng our home In West
Virgina. Here we'v€ set up camp itr
Jorhua Trce Nalional Park In Califomh.

fraction of it dudng our bdef stay.
One of the key landma.d(' of the

aiea is Tower Butte, which d5e5 1,000
f€€t above the sunounding plateau
and look much Iike Devils Tower in
Wyoming. Just a few miles west of Page,
fuizona, is the GIen Canyon Dam and
Horseshoe B€nd. Glen Canyon ahops
r€rtically more t}lan 500 feet fiom dm
to floor to lorm a nadow canyon, You
must be dftectly overhead to see the
floor On our last flight we d€cided to
take a tour of the dam and Horseshoe
Bmd. Coincidentallt so did every tour
operator and GA pilot within flying dis-
tance, Ev€ryone had been wailmg for
the weather to break. We werc so busy
avoiding airuaft that w€ missed some
of the spectacular views. Once we got
away ftom Honeshoe Bend and Glm
Canyon, the air became less cowded
while the scenery rernained inspiling.

This experienc€ taught us a valuable
lesson---avoid flying when air tours
are at their peak, such a5 on weekends
or high season, Once again we were
reminded how important radio com-
munications aft for safe flying. Before
taldng off, we would coordinate our
plans with the air tour opelaton so
we understood th€ir routes and they
knew where we were going to be. To
thii we added ftequent ftdio position
rcports to mal(e ourselves more visible.
All of this contdbuted geady to a saJe,
though bust flight.

Winter was appmachin& The Rocky
Mormtain passes over 8,000 feet were
covered with snovli so we had to quickly
move south and east, We ]eft the Grand
Circle with much still unseen-and
promised ouxelves a retum trip.

W
4@*
e'.ss' ^/

ng'/;"
dM.
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than a fer{ hundrcd Driles hom honre. and mcet ncw t.Iiendt. You u'illNondclAs our caravan headed home irom
our remarkablc advcniurc, Ne renri'
nisccd about the sites we'd sccn nlore
than 3,000 niiles lrom our hornc. Vcry
teil aircralt lend thenrs€lves to this
twe of touring. GA aircralt may be
fastcr, but most pilots rarely flv mon

Unfoftunateh; most flcxiling pilots
don't either, unless thev foLd theirwnrgs

lack up your trike, powerecl para
cbute, (ltralight, or lighlsport dircralt
and vhit ne$' airports, exciting plnces,

rfhy you r,aited so long.
When voo do, look for us; we'll be

Terri ntll Betlt Silldtttr.i a\t) Ptrcisio 
\\tilLlslotLs it Lnchb ry, \:iryntin. Tlk|
dt! A Bant A nftIiitike tlenlc^ onn sF
,:iilizr iD n ikr s. t\ nndtnitits. All tht)trs
in tltu ntticlt \,rtr takdt b! theit f,ro sotl\,

lercD'l, (11) tittd Ndthd'l t9),loDt th( knl
sat5 af tlt? nn- oct Ai|]janr hik$. To
rictr Dtue photoslonrthcit 11itu nltrittue,
vrs;1 (n$rlrecisiorlvindsporll.com. Fol
itlfant lk't nba t thtit ct,ryr,^t H|nit
lnfltal'recisionlvirdsports.com.

: ie rh  h r r l  on ly  In r l ted  l i rn . ' i r  i i gn i : i '
o r t t ,  t i y lns . r i  r  n ; r . !9er  r " i th  r ! ! r i , .
p r i v . r t€  p i lo t .  F iy ing  nr . .  e ! . l c re . l  - ioc !
.n . .a f t  h .d  n rdde hd  r . rs€ . led .  b r i
lanen. ' i rey  . i i s .6ver . . j  t r rke i ,  Ih€  rh l l l i
oi ilynrg ir lrre r,.N .ir .rppe.le.i r. he,

!rcatjr,. After l,e.or!i,,! p,tii.ienl irilci5
.nd  i i r s t ruc io r t ,  t l r . y  l . . idc i  to  embi i rk
or  rh is  tJ ip  o f  d  l i te t i {e .

:r.trir:'
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T€ri and the boyi in front of our litft c.ravan in B.dlands Nauoral Pad(. South Dakota. Our tru.k wlth the trav€l traller Ir be-
hind th€ van with ai.Dlan€ irailer.

How d0 FU prcparcfora idpthatwilllastfour months, cover 10,000
miles, ]/llith two adults, tt,l/o home-schooled kids, four rcptile peis, and
two ulhalight trikes? h took a bit of planning. Herc\ what uie did'

I Selected a motor home capable ot housing said adults, kids, and
pets.

I Purchased an aircraft trailer (and a second tow vehicle) large
enough t0 hauliv,/o tikes and ourgear safely.

I Developed an hinerary (where to stay, what to see, l/l/herc io fly).
I Prepared ffi mountain llying.
I ld€ntified, acquired, and learned how io use the ight navigation

tools (GPS, maps, travel glides) and portable compLte6.

For our sanity, 1,ve needed a motor home that induded a sepamte
kids'bedrc0m, with spac€ to accomm0datetheir pets, toys, and school-
wo,andalargeenough l ivingspacesolrewouldn'tbeontopof each
othe( A 33Joot Keystone tfaveltrailef met all oi our needs withou,t
beakingthe bank. To increase the efiotecampingcapabiliti€s, we oul
fitted the trailer wilh sdra batteries and a powerfui (but quiet) poriable
Honda generator.lhe trailerwas surprisingly comfortable, and we soon
began refening to itas "home" andouresidence in Lynchbuqas "the

other home." Priortothistrip, we always camped in tents, so thetrailer
tult like the lap ot luxury.

Nod, l,Ve had to tmnsform an enclosed carhauler into an ultfalight
tGilel Car tfailers are wide, have a built-in loading anp, and can
double as a portable aircmft hangar This prcved exhemely convenient.
The aicraft, with associatedflying necessities, werc storcd in one plac€,
securcly locked and prcteded frcm the elements. We madesom€ modi-
fications to stoGthewing on thei^lalls, and we added morctiedowns in
thefloorto securc the planes.

We planned ouritineraryto put us in campgounds next to airports.
We used Flight$araviatjon mapping/routingsoftware, Micrcsoft Streets
& Tfips, and other €souices like theTmiler Liie RV Campgrcund Finder
to makethis pmcess easie[ 0n the rcad, }re used Fiightstar mappingto
p nt aviation mapsand airpmtdiagmms as ne€ded, eliminatinga bag
lull of sectional charts and airy0rt directmies.

Our .ar traile. conve.ted to an lirplaft trailer h.3 an indde
lengrh of 20 fe€t to a.conlmodate the l9-foot long trik6
wings, lt .an hold three dk6 in a pin(h. ll w.i our hangar-on-
wheels, acommodatlng our ahs?ft and th€i. arF<iat€d gear.

Par*ing was frcquently avaiiable for the airplane trailer at th€ local
ailport. It4ost campgrounds also had ovedlow parking-though theB
wee some cui0us responses when we asked, "Where do you want us
to park our airplane tniler?" In onecase,the FBolet us camp wiih our
travel trailer right at the airport in a grassy alea near the tiedowns. He
even pmvided a large hangar t0 secue the assembled t kes when a
stoim thrcatened. ft was grcat to be able to sei up and camp with the
planes.

A Gamin GPSI4AP 196 made navigation 0n the gmund and in
the air a snap. The 196 automatically plois a she€t route and gives
tum-by{urn dircctions for any destination. lvith optional soft/varc, you
can iind campgmunds, rest stops, resiaurants, malh, fi attlactions.
Fn flying, FU have all the c tical aviation information righi at your
lingertips-frequencies, runways, lield elevations, services, and dis-
tancddirection allin a little black b0x. F0r irike pilots, it is llke having
a flight bag wiihout the bag or the papet neither o1which woi,{ well in
oDen cockDits.

Another technica| consideration vvas portable computing. lMapping/
aviation sofhvare n€eds a computerto run, and a laptop was the obvi-
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sigtonias intrcduaes two new voiae o<tivatzd
intercoms designed for the new Light-SPort
airoaft aategory.

The new Light-spon caEgory in ludes
everything from poweted paru<hutes
to aircraft with tuIy in losed co.l.pill.

ov new two place Sport 200 and
Spott 200 S sterco intercoms incoAo'
rcte special intenal citcuity and a
push to intetcom mode to handle all
these conditions, including the non
demonding open cockpit ait raft.

Fron the pion.ds of the wke o.n,a.b. l intercont PiloF hd!. relie.l .n tor ovd 30 vedB,
Sigtrcnis pto.lu.tt .letigned dn t ndnuh<ture.l in th. u.s.A.

ffircM='qt t
t tI[d;

fts60 h04 ircko |l$ /00t , rhe lilhl 0 rsmrive ro ? ircls lor iqh p.n6,
rih5mdt?G.Ihel]$/00tG[oonimrhesrodoid0f riei 0slryh!ft6eof ir5
- i 0h i t  I ' d . f l ( e  qo  d  q ,  r l 0p "  0 l o i  4 { . bPq  \ 4  0 !  o !  o i os l  v
hm5 3 iirdh moilo d @nlis!reliod od 2 ge4hor mr 05,lho i$ 700t i5 rhe p.r

The HKS /00[ r flyiiq on oirmfl by:
Aitdfome Aelop ones,

Z\ Airmltlohs

fL / ond Porrs'

Industly
leadGrs [gloc!

'll!/e ofls the |i(5 700thsine m o lhl* ol
0, md s lhe ftirmk md 0edor qhl
p|m; lid rhe 5lnnir PP( 1,lJe€ uld ihe
oroiie Io' Nei the yen sd how bren
inpssd borhvilh rhe oioiie md tlr. furlmy

. Bdeleu',8ed€,

llYTtK Hlrrkoie, |llryhy
Airlroft, Le,o Airtom,

l,llquored, t{orrh Wing Desiqn,
s,Sky Roider md auituihet

Powrn-Lro
PO Box 690 . Ellington, cT 06029

Ph: {860) 875"8185
Fox (860) 870-5499

e"moil: fstor@rcn.com
tor comoleb iechnicol' 

informolion:
www.hks700e.com

. . '

ous answel A Sierla wreess data card r
on AT&TS d gta nehvork provided e rna I

i service and gave us \,,rifeless access ai
1 , . ,dial up speeds tD e ma and the ntelnd

n mosi locations. Our laptops aho sup
pofted wireless l-AN connecuvit whiclr s
bec0rn ng riore wdely ava labe. As a last
Tesort dial up access is usua yfound at a
campgrcun0 ff 014ry.

Surprisingy none 0f the airporis we
visited had lnlernet access 1or aptop
users. Our local FBo Virginia Avchon at
Lynchburg Regl0na Airport, is the 0nly one
v/e've run into that addresses lhis shor't_
fall, and it does ii in style wlth a wireess
system.our rnobile system was competed
with a great lte Canon printerthat runs
on batleries (the 70).

I0 prepare f0rthe challenges 0l rnoun-
ta n fly ng. vle speni manyhoun fly ng the
ow-lylng Virgnla Blue Rdge Mountains
(hills by !,1esiern standad$, flying in and
out of as many diiferent airieds as pos-
s be. !i/e read everyth ng we could about
rnounta n iying and walched every video
0n the subjeci. L?st. but not least. ||e
pcked ihe brains of lr iends who had
mountainJying experenDe However, the
rugged terrain of thewest ceita n ycreates
more compex \4r nd, v/eathel and turbu
lence patterns than back east. once we
arved out \tesi we geaned inforrnaton
Irom local rnountain lliers. Stil we were
novce mountain I iers in ght aircrafl and
ilel, accordingy a ways erring on the slde
ol cauton.

We a ready had airctaft that were we
designed lor rugged flying oDr A rBorne
XI-912s usethe reliabe 912 Rotax eng ne
llth enough power to handh a of the
anticipated flyrng chalhnges. The Sireak
lll wing handhs thermah we and has
good speed. We added VHs radios and
BRS parachutes for safety purposes The
iaired pods provided greal wlnd protec
i0n-mportant when ilying at colder.
higher alttudes This c0mbinaton gave
us grcat range (as much as 400 ri les)
and exceptional reliab ty jn a strong and
we -built package.

A lot 0i p annlng went intothisiantastrc
irp. but dD not et the preparatDns daunl
you lrorn experenc ng your adventure. For
us, the preparati0n heghtened ihe antci'
pation0la dream aboutt0comeirue .");


