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FROM THE FRONT SEAT  
Steve Beste, President 

Flying Flying Games. This is the famous Norden 

bombsight from WWII. I am installing one on my 

trike before the next Club 1 games day. I havenôt yet 

figured out how to mount it, but Iôll turn that detail over to J.D. (A&Ps 

can do anything.) The root of the matter is that I desperately need help 

with my water-bombing skills. This will give me the edge I need to get 

my balloons at least within a hundred feet of the target, something I 

completely failed to do last month. This baby plus a few cable ties, and I 

should be ready to go. 

 

Kudos to Jim Heidish (left) for organizing the airplane and trike 

games at the May meeting. Indeed, Jim organized whole day, 

including building the memorial table that honored our departed 

members. 

 

After Jim put 

games on the 

agenda, Brian Goff  

and Michael 

OôDaniel (on right) 

stepped up in a big 

way and organized 

games for the PPG 

crew. In addition to 

the usual bomb 

drop and spot 

landings, they set 

up a slalom course! (Try and do that, airplane 

drivers.) 

 

See a photo spread of the day later in this issue (pages 6ī12!!). But also visit Fred Junqueiraôs 

great online gallery of the day. 

 

http://www.flyingclub1.org/
http://www.fredjunqueira.com/ppg
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Gyroplanes. I took advantage of a business trip to St. Louis to take a couple hours of gyroplane 

lessons from Greg Gremminger in Ste. Genevieve, Missouri, 90 minutes south of St. Louis. Besides 

being the U.S. Magni importer, heôs a past president of the Popular Rotorcraft Association and was 

head of the ASTM gyroplane committee. Heôs also written lots of technical articles about gyros, 

which you can see on his website. He seemed like the go-to guy if you wanted a gyro lesson. My 

brother Jay joined me. We had taken trike lessons together back in the day, so we made a buddy trip 

out of it. 

 

 
Greg Gremminger    Steve and Jay Beste with Magni gyroplane 

 

As a trike pilot, my main question was whether gyros could handle the mid-day turbulence better 

than trikes. They DO! I went up for one hour at 11:00A.M. on a sunny day with the wind gusting 

between 6 and 12mphðI estimate. It was sufficiently windy and gusty (and cross) that I would not 

have flown my trike. If I had, it would have been uncomfortable. Greg didnôt give it a thought. Off 

he went with a new student (me). Indeed, the gyro did not bounce around at all. Well, on one 

downwind, we were clearly in a thermal, as the gyro climbed 75 feet. But there was no bounce. It 

just cushioned upwards gently. We did our training at 60ī70mph, but this is also a cross-country 

machine. Greg says he cruises at 110mph. 

 

That said, this is a $90,000 toy, and you have to build it yourself (250-300 hours), since the FAA 

has not yet extended the Light Sport rule to gyroplanes. Greg and the other gyro manufacturers are 

working on that, since gyros are big in Europe. He said there are only about 20 Magnis in the 

country. But this is clearly the solution to mid-day turbulence and it was easy to fly! 

Fly safe, 

Steve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.magnigyro.com/
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German Embassy Delivers the Goods by Luft-trike  
by Andreas Weiss 

 
When I'm not flying my trike with Flying Club 1, Iôm a consular officer in the German Embassy in 

Washington. I first noticed Harryôs passport application because he was born in a tiny hamlet in 

Bavaria near the tiny hamlet where I myself was born. With that in common, I made a point to chat 

him up when he came in to sign some papers. Imagine my pleasure in finding that he is also a pilot, 

though not an active one, and that he has a farm in Rappahannock County. I told him about my 

trike, one thing led to another, and he mowed a short (very short!) landing strip near his house, 

taking care to fill in the gopher hole near the top of the hill. When passports for his family were 

ready, I delivered them by trike, which was great fun for all of us and probably a first for the 

Foreign Office. Naturally, I immediately proposed to the embassy that they should purchase a trike 

for my use, as it clearly was an essential business tool with great public relations value. To my 

astonishment, they declined. But Harry may yet get some kind of aircraft. This story has had so 

many surprises already that Iôm sure there will be more. Just a reminder! 

  

From left to right: Andreas Weiss, Matthias von Feilitzsch, 

Heribert von Feilitzsch 
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Fatherôs Day Fly-in at Shreveport North (62PA) 
 

You should go to the big fly-in at Shreveport North (62PA) just north of Gettysburg. Itôs the biggest 

gathering of light flyers in the East outside of Florida. If the weather is good, expect over a hundred 

aircraft of every kindðairplanes, trikes, gyros, PPCs, and PPGs. Best of all, the logistics are 

handled. Gas can be purchased on the field, as can food. They even have a bunkhouse with showers 

for cheap. Check out: 

¶ The fl yer for the event. 

¶ This description of it, with video and gallery. 

¶ The official video. 

 

If youôre new, this is the place to form a vision of how light flying could fit into your life. Walk the 

flight line. Talk to the pilots. Hear their stories. 

 

If you already have an aircraft, check out all the others. Fly to the many nearby airfields. Hear the 

stories. 

 

The airfield is a 2½ drive from the Washington area, about a 2-hour flight from the Warrenton 

Airpark at 55mph. Steve Beste is loosely organizing a fly-out. Email him if you want to be 

included. 

 

Getting Past the Frederick Class D Airspace 
 

The Frederick Airport is now tower-controlled, 0700-2100 every day. Skyvector isnôt showing it 

yet, but AOPA is. Hereôs their chart. How do you get past this? 

 

¶ Go around it. Thereôs a narrow slot to 

the southeast between the Class D and 

the SFRA. Or, if P-40 is small (see 

below), go to the north. 

 

¶ Go over it. The top of the Class D 

cylinder is 2,800ô MSL. Since you 

probably donôt have a transponder, it 

would be a courtesy to the controller to 

tell him the altitude at which you are 

over-flying his space. Otherwise, heôll 

worry that youôre a rogue in his space 

that he has to route traffic around. Say 

this: ñFrederick Tower, experimental 

trike four-two-alpha-tango five miles 

southwest, overflying Class D at three 

thousand feet, southwest to northeast.ò 

 

  

http://www.footlightranch.com/flyers/2012%20poster-flyer.pdf
http://www.precisionwindsports.com/Newsletters/04-2012/flyin.html
http://www.mdsfclub20.com/Default_files/FDFI2011.swf
http://www.aopa.org/asf/seminars/FDK_Tower_Class_D.pdf
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¶ Go through it. If thereôs traffic, donôt. Youôll just make the controllerôs job harder. If you 

do, brush up on your radio techniques for controlled airports.  

 

¶ Land there. Frederick is half way between the Airpark and Shreveport North. Land and 

take a rest. Make it the occasion to practice your radio skills for controlled airports. Note the 

very high frequency, though, 122.725. Youôll want to pre-set this on your radio, lest you be 

spinning the tuner knob when you should be flying. 

 

 

Getting Past P-40 
 

P-40 is the prohibited airspace around Camp David, north of Frederick. When the President is there, 

it expands. (Technically, R-4009 becomes active.) Fortunately, the President is rarely there. Hereôs 

how you deal with it. 

 

1. Plan an alternate route so that if P-40 is big, youôre prepared to go around it. 

 

2. Just before your flight, call 1-800-WX-BRIEF. Tell the briefer where youôre going and ask, 

ñIs P-40 big?ò  Thereôs your answer. You should call instead of using the internet because 

the calls are recorded. If the President suddenly shows up and P-40 goes big while youôre 

underway, your call will establish that you made a good-faith effort to comply with the 

rules. 
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The Memorial Day Fly-In 

 
Photo:  by Brian Goff 

Photo:  by Brian Goff 

Photo:  by Brian Goff 

Photo:  by Brian Goff 

Photo: by Jay Aceto 


