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¥k% GENERAL INFORMATION %¥%

The MNorthern Virginia Experimental Aircraft éssaciatiun ltralight
Chapter #44 is a non-profit, educational club dedicated to the sport of
recreational ultralight flvying. :

Mestings are currently being held at 7:30 FM on the first Thursday of
gach month in the WASHINGTON GAS LIGHT COMFANY®S SFRINGFIELD OPERATIONS
CENMTER AUDITORIUM, unless otherwise stated in the newsletter. To reach
the WGL CENTER, take the Edsall road West exit from I-395; twn left at
the szecond light {Industrial Road); continue until the "Y" in the road;
bear right &% continue until you reach the WGL CENTER at 6801 Industrial
Road on the left.

hUL Chapter #44 vearly dues.are $5. 00 (pius a one-time initiation fee of

$2.50) . People joining after June 3I0th. will pay only 1/2 the ragular
dues (full imitiation fee still applies}, A membership application can be
obtained by writing tor EAA UL CHAFTER 44, C/0 Bob Chapman, 4013 Novar
Drive, Chantilly, Va. 22021 or call (70D &31-1937 or 97B-3I951.

Chapter #44UL is a fully chartered chapter of the EAd, which has about
700 chapters world wide. Membership in the National ESA ULTRAL IGMT
Association is available (and strongly recomnended) for $25.00, which
includes the EAS "ULTRALIGHT" magazine.

1984 CHAFTER OFFICERS: . S
FRESIDENT ....... SJIM RELLY, Z01/249-1730

VICE FRESIDENT ...BDE FENDLETON, 978-3951

BECRETARY .. ..-...8TEVE REYNOLDS, S&47-5915

TREASURER 4.vaau « « GORDON BREDVIE, S5&9-4494

CNEWBLETTER ED. ...BOB CHAFMAN, &T71-153

DESIGNEES ... » -« DAVE MAITIL.AND, 70Z/752-2924 and BOB CHAFMAN,

HA1-1537 {contact for info. on ASF UL Filot Euaminsrs too).

Marvland EAA UL Chapter #20 has Entendad'aﬁ invitation to use their UL
flying field located southeast of Foolesville, Md. The annual fee is
$£50.00 (as of Jan. '84). Contact Jog Mitchell at ﬂ1/44q—40=h.

Most VA. public use, uncontrolled airports (contrmlled AFT s 4 Y have
received prior permission by phone, letter or in persont are open to
insured UL's registerad with the state. Use of these airports is not
recammended for beginnsrs % those without some formal pilot training.
Flease contact the AF manager. Chapter members EVper1enc1ng problems at
Va. airports should notify the chapter.

Members ares sncouraged to submit items for inclusion in this newsletter.
Responsibility for accuwracy f(and credits) rests entirely with the
centributor. Deadline for all material (including items for gale, ste.)
ig the 15th.of the month.

NMorn—-commercial Classified ads will be run, space available, fres for
current members! Monthly ad rates for Dealers are: full page, $10.003 1/2
page, $35,303 1/4 page, $3.00; business card, $1.75.
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The April Sth. meeting will return td.mur‘regular meeting place, the
Washington Gas Light Center. See "General Information" for details.

This month®s program will focus on the EAA SUNRFUN Fly-in just held
i Florida. If vyou wers lucty enough to attend, please come and
share yvour impressions, experiences, p1cture5. slides, horror
stories — whatever -with those of us who could not attend. Also we
will distuss Faul’s letter (copy enclosed) and other devel opments
regarding the possible futwe increased regulation of UL's and their
Dperatnrﬁ‘(lnts of rumors floating around right now).

Please check your mailing. label. It should tell you i you still pwe

dues for 1984. Frevious members with UL's who have not renewed have
received this newsletter - the others have been drupped. We make

this last plea to you to support your fellow UL Flvyers: please renew
YO memberﬁhlp AND part1c1pata in yvour club — then we w111 all
benefit!

Next month we will try to print up an updated memberﬁhlp list and
include it with the newsletter. Flease check the master list at the
April meeting for errors.

Mr. Roy Muth, the Fresident of the Fowered Ultralight Manufacturers
Association (FUMAY, will be our guest speaker in May. FUMA has
recently submitted a set of proposed UL firworthiness Standards to
the FAAR for approval. This should be an e”captlnnally 1n¥mrmat1ve
mesting. Make plans to attend now!

EAA has announced a new palicy concerning UL operations at National
EAA sponsored events (Oshkosh). They are also recommended for EAA
Chapter sponsored events. The new policy is:
1) Owner must make written declaration that UL meesets Part
105,
2) FPilot be EAA member ﬂNétionaL??y‘mwh.
Y #15 hrs.in UL s ' _
4) »5 hrs.in last & months in exact type % model UL.
5) RECOMMENDS all UL operators have: _ .
al currént student pilot license (endorsed) or pilot
license; or the ASF Ul operators certificate.
Y UL vehicle registration (presumably ASF).
EAA will encourage the dispensing of ABF materials to those not
meeting the above requirements, and encouwrage them to obtain the
appropriate gualification and registration in the near futuwres. Now
read Pauwl®s letter (7). '

%% CALENDER kX
AFRILD

L] EAd UL#44 ﬂeeting; ?:SOpm,'NGL'Danter; 5ﬁring+ield,
VAL ' '



13-15 Wilbur Wright Memmrlal Fly—in, kitty Hawk, N.C.
FLR/441 6094,

14-1% National Air%Bpace Museum, Garber Restoration
Facility OFEN HQUSE, Suitland, MD.

286 ERA #1846 meeting, BiOOpm, WGL Center
MAY 1 : o o L ‘
Qe by Burlington, M.C. Hot Air Balloon%il Competition,
704/876-12734, < _ _
4 Int”1 UL E{pDSItlDﬂq Atlanta, BGa.Civie Centre, $5.00.
& Apple Blmssom Alrshaw. sponsored by city of
Winchester, Va. _ - _ _
b The Flying Cireus, Bealton, Va. starts 1984 season.
&=12 . VAL Aviation Bafety Week (various activities at local
airports) - » o . L .
25-28 lst. Klaus Hill Memorial Day Fly-in, Clemmons, N.C.
LiL Cmmpet1t1mn. cash prizes. Werd Recmrd Qttempts. o
T ARLE, Clemmons. NLT.@7018 0 T T D
26—28 Hendersmn, M. Hot Air & UL Compatltlana.
TO4/876—~1234
JUNE & : _ . _ : ‘ :
2~3 EAA 186 Annual Spring Fly-in, Winchester, Va.
Blrport.
G—10 UL Safety Seminar (Sat.) % UL Competition (Sun.)
B04/255-2786.
15-17 EAA UL Cmnvemtlon. Dshkosh, Wi. 414/425-4860.
i& Fairfax Co. Parks, Frying Fan Fark Aviation display.
JULY 5

28-Aug.4 EAA International Convention, Oshkosh, Wi.

. Filots Liability Inswance +for EOA members is available. 500
thousand dollar limit costs $189. Contact:

EAA Ultralight Insurance

Ultralight Programs ﬂdm1n1$trators* inc.

F.0. Box 2384 : '

Decatur, Illinois &252

Phone: 1-217-877-8084

FOR SALE!

"82 VECTOR 610 Ultralight, excellent condition with
transport covers, steerable nosewheel, flexadyne. $3600,
Dave Maitland. 70IZ/752-2924. ' '

FOR SALE BY DEALEH.

*83 LAZAIR Series II1 Ultrallght‘ twin Rotax engines, toe
brakes, wheel pants, wide landing gear, UL resistant Tedlar
covering. kit was built for AOPAs evaluation (Sept.?83
Edition). New condition. SAVE %1000 at $599%5. Bob Chapman
(70334Z1-15%7. Did vou know that the Lazair out sells the
Eipper MX 2 to 1 1n Canada
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March 19, 1984

J T Kelly Lt .
4301 Suitland Road
NISC-35

Washington DC 20390

Dear JIm:

As aV1ation*W1th1n the recreational aspect grows, so do many of its
problems._ Here at Headquarters, EAA has always been involved in the many
‘agpects of aviation. . .whether we were called upon to try and save an .
airport, or deal with airlines, manufacturer and kit problems, etc.

Our current problem with the ultralight movement needs a great deal of
thought without prejudice. True, we would all like to be our own boss

» « obut in reality are we? I have noted a trend that has become of
great concern to myself and to the future of the movement. FAA has given
us an opportunity of self government but is it working? There is no
requirement that an ultralight operator or owner be a member of EAA or
AOPA. There is also no government requirement that they go to the AQPA
Air Safety Foundation and register their machines. According to AQPA,
approximately 2,200 out of a abcut 30,000 of the ultralight industry are
in fact registered. As far as pilot certificates issued by the Air
Safety Foundation, I'm sure there are no more than 3,000.

It is certainly evident that self-government is not working as we would
like to see it. We received a call received at EAA Headquarters from a

_regporter in the southeast asklng for more Lnformatlon on a release that

they had recelved relatlve to the ultrallght ‘movement, It was regarding
‘a pilot being cited in the amount of $38 000 by FAA for 38 separate
violations fined at $1,000 each. In discussing this matter with FAA in
Atlanta, Georgia, we found that this was true. . One pilot is belng fined
$38,000 for the 38 violations ranging from night flying to buzzing

homes, carrying a 3 year old girl on his lap while buzzing. This dces
not do the movement any good.

My main concern is the freedom that we think we have worth the losses
that are coming to light. Since ultralights are not airplanes, but are
classified as air vehicles, they are subject to local rules. A town
board, city, county or state can set their own standards. We are finding
more and more communities banning the £lying of ultralights. They have
no legal status as airplanes and are subject to local rules much the same
as a trail bike or any other such vehicle not licensed or recognized by
the the state or federal government. Although ultralight pilots are held

liable for knowing the rules of the air, there is no recognized piece of
paper called a license that gives validity to the operator.- An Air

safety FoundatBEAAgertificadsort aviatidhadssoatigate from EAA would not
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hold water with the local constable. Although some states are
recognizing AOPA's Air Safety Foundation, this gives no credit towards
communities, cities and towns on behalf of our ultralight movement. -

A call a few days ago from an FBO at Crystal Lake, Illinois, stated he
was given notice by the town board that all 25 ultralights be banned from
flying at the local airport. He went before the village board on behalf
of the ultralight movement but lost out. Since they are not airplanes
and not protected by federdl law they are at a loss of what to do.

Would it not be better for FAA to issue a registration number much as
they did with the amateur-built program from the local GADO for many -

‘years.y  OngTwould Saly nave to fiil out-an appiication and then beé yiven

a number by the local GADO office. ' It would then be processed through
their center in Oklahoma City. 1Isn't now the time to have a simple pilot
certificate {(with no flight physical) where we would have the.input.
rather than disinterested parties? We already are expected and regquired
to know the rules of the air so why not document it.

The ultralight movement is a. re—blrth of av;atlon much the same as it was
in the 1930's.

Are we losing a great deal under our present circumstances? I would very
much like you and the other Ultralight Chapter presidents, o6fficers and
directors to talk it over with your members and give me guidance. There
are many people out there who are not for us such as the Airline Pilots
Association, Allied Pilots Association, NBAA and general aviation folks.
I do not think we should be treated as second class citizens just because
two simple matters are not yet accomplished. As most of us know, a
registration number in the eves of many in aviation as well as the— -
public is a license. . .just as one has to have a marriage, bike or dog
license.

Please give me your thOUghts and assistance.

‘I just returned from Lakeland's EAA Sun ‘n Fun Fly-in where the weather
was great. In the ultralight area we. saw (as we have long forecasted) an
increasing number of llght planes.  This is the next step up from
ultralights, with all fighting the 254 pound weight limit and the maximum
speed permitted by Part 103. I was disappointed 'in a number of dealers
and manufacturers in what could be called crazy flying while demonstra-
ting their product. It certainly does not enhance the movement and is a
reflection on Sun 'n Fun.

Siﬁcerely;

EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION
L 7.

[ AN
‘{k«" CI\\—LV

'Paul H. Poberezny
President '






ULTRALIGHT WOES: According to a recent United Press In--
ternational story a California. lawyer by the name of Gerald
Stearns is filing a class action law suit against the entire ul-
tralight industry for $9 million. Stearns alleges that neither the
people who make ultralight aireraft nor the Federal officials who
regulate the airways have done enough to ensure the planes are
safe. Sterns says that the FAA has been neghgent in fa111ng to
control the spart

PAUL'S WASHINGTON VISIT: In late January Paul attended
the National Aeronautic Executive “‘Committee meeting: with

Charlie Schuck, who represented the EAA Ultralight Association -

and Val Beaudrault who represented the EAA IAC Division. It
was-a productive and interesting meeting. While in Washington,
Paul tock the opportunity to call on Bernie Geier, the Chief of
the General Aviation and Commercial Division of the FAA, They
discussed FAA's Ultralight program and the probleins associated
‘with it. They also talked about some of the proposals that will be
coming from FAA in the near future on the enforcement of its

Ultralight rules. While at FAA Headquarters Paul alsor met wrthj .

" 'Walt Luffsey and a number of other FAA officials,

Bill Meserole, one of our leading supporters and EAA mem.-
bers in the Washington area, invited Paul, as his guest, to the
QB hangar. It was a rare experience for Paul and he enjoyed
meeting many of the QBs who are alse EAA members. Another
pleasant surprise on this trip was a luncheon engagement with
a dedicated EAA supporter and member . . . the celebrated aviator
Scott Crossfield.

ULTRALIGHTS — NATIONAL AIRSPACE REVIEW TASK
GROUP MEETING: This week Bob Chapman, President of Ul-
tralight Chapter 44 and Charles Schuck, EAA Washington Rep-
resentative, attended an WAR Task Group meeting that dealt
with Parachuting, Soaring and Ultralights. After several days of
discussion the Task Group made two recommendations:

1. That Part 103 of the Federal Aviation Regulations be
amended to include that all operators of ultralight aircraft be
required {o demonstrate aeronautical knowledge to the FAA.

2. FAA should establish mandatory registration of powered
ultralight vehicles.

EAA voted against both proposals on the grounds that there
had not been sufficient time to evaluate current programs.

BOARD MEETINGS: Although it has been snowing regularly

. here.in Oshkosh, January 27th dawned bright and sunny in honor- .

of our distitigiiished guests here at the EAA Aviation Centet.
That weekend we welcomed the members of the' EAA Board of

Directors, the Foundation Board of Directors, and the Antique/

Classic Board of Directors as they gathered for their regularly
scheduled meetings.

"EAA IN THE NEWS: John Torinus, the business news editor -

‘of the widely read Milwankee Sentinel, published an article prais-
ing EAA in mid-January, Entitled “Tourism’s Flying Bonanza”
the article indicated that “a recent study for EAA showed the
average EAA convention-goer spends conservatively $40 a day.”
That results in a $40 million impact on the Wisconsin economy.
The article went on to point ocut that our new EAA Aviation

Center gives a boost to many other local. projects.. The. article . '

concluded by saying, “For the ﬂ)ght enthusiast, the Center has

everything. For the average person, it is: sti]l a great way to spend :

half-a-day. For Wisconsin, it is a tourism business bonanza
'l‘hanks John. We apprecrate the pat on the back

BERNIE PIETENPOL — 1901/1984: Bernie Pietenpol, EAA
#2334, died peacefully on January 11, 1984, He would have been
83 on February 17. Our sincere condolences to his family; close
friends and associates.

Few persons inspired more people tofly than Bernie Pietenpol.
Bernie Pietenpol, himsélf, emerged as a “personality”; honored
worldwide by homebuilders and lightplane enthusiasts who rec-
ognized his great contributions to their sport . - and the inspira-
tion he had been in their own careers.

In the final quarter of his long life, Bernie Pletenpol enjoyed
the status of a true “living legend” a recognized and respected
pioneer in the field of homebuilt aircraft and personal flying. His
passing saddens us all, but we are consoled by the knowledge that
Bernie’s time among us was well spent. He provided us with the
(d}reams and means to make our own lives more sublime. — Jack

QX A . .

GENERAL AVIATION ACCIDENT - PHEVENTION CONFER-
ENCE: There will be a meeting at the FAA on February 8, 1984
to discuss ways to increase general aviation saféty. Paul Pobe-
rézny has suggested that the FAA spends too much time inves-
tigating general aviation accidents which are not significant such

a8 groumnd -leups, Tanding - with geéar up; -striking objeeis on’ the
ground, etc. These may result in substantial damage to the air- .

craft but an -investigation of these accidents is not significant
from the standpoint of preventing future accidents of this type.
This is & good point as many accidents reporte& to the FAA are
later downgraded as incidents and therefore do not enter into the
final accident results for the year. Possibly ancther way to
simplify the FAA’s investigation work would be to eliminate the
investigation of all accidents where the pilét or passengers re-
ceived minor or no injuries. The criteria here could be whether
the pilot or any of his passengers required hospital care. If not,
the accident could be classified as an incident and then not enter
the books as a hona fide accident.

LYNN HEL‘MS RESIGNS: FAA Administrtator J. Lynn Helms
has resigned his position as FAA Administrator, effective Janu-

- ary 31, Deputy Administrator Mike Penello will be acting ad-

ministrator until a replacement for Helms is named.

- Lynn H_elms came to FAA as the most qualified administrator
in the agency’s history. He has been a forceful steward of the
Reagan administrations deregulation policy and was willing to
make the decisions that needed to be made . . . all very contro-
versial .. . to update the ATC system. He has been a participant
at Oshkosh and made 2 little history by becoming the first U.S,
pilot to legally fiy on auto fuel by taking the EAA Feundation's

Cesana 150 around the field the morning after the auto fuel STC.

was presented. Last summer, he personally presented a number
of additional STCs to EAA President Paul Poberezny durlng one

of the evening programs at. Oshkosh,

Lynn Helms was responsive to and dealt fau‘!y with EAA

"aurmg hi& tefiitre; Hopetully, Kig successor will do as well;

CONGRESS RECONVENES on January 23, 1984 for the .

winter and spring session that will probably run up.to the dates
for the Republican and Democratic national conventions. There
is ‘a possibility that some legislation not acted upon in 1983 might
be considered in 1984. There are:

1..Reduced user taxes if appropriations for aviation are less -
than originally proposed. The tax on Jjet fuel for general aviation

would be reduced from 14¢ to 10¢ and from. 12¢ to 9¢ for aviation
gasoline.

2. The 10% tax on general avratmn aireraft., There seems to
be little chance that this tax would be levied in view of the. de-
pressed state of general aviation aireraft sales.

3. Flight. Service Station consolidation. Congress requested
FAA not to proceed with more FSS closing or consolidations until
after April 15, 1984. After that this FAA program might resume
at selected locatmns‘

4. NavStar/Global Position System Congress Wants the FAA
to proceed with developing the NavStar navigation system for

- civilian use, Tt was originally developed by the military.




